The Ministry for Foreign Affairs of Iceland, Iceland Crisis Response Unit

Training Course, 23-24 February 2002 in Reykjavik, Iceland

Borgartún 6, Reykjavík
DRAFT Programme 

Saturday 23 February

0900
Coffee

0915
Welcome / course opening.  Representative of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs

0920
Introduction to international law. Mr. Tómas H. Heiðar, Legal Adviser, Ministry for Foreign Affairs

0950
History and concept of human rights.  Margrét Heinreiksdóttir, Director, Human Rights Office in Iceland, 

1020
Break

1030
The United Nations and peacekeeping.  Mr. David Wimhurst, Political Affairs Officer, United Nations Department of Peacekeeping Operations. 

1200
Lunch (in Borgartún 6)

1300
NATO and peacekeeping.  Mr. Edgard Vandeputte, Head of the Crisis Management Section, Crisis Management and Operations Directorate, NATO Brussels.

1430
OSCE and peacekeeping.  Mr. Thomas Neufing, OSCE´s Training Department, Vienna
1600
Field experience.  Panel discussions with former peacekeepers from Iceland

1700
Break

1930
Dinner in Restaurant Naustið

Speaker: Mr. Davíð Logi Sigurðsson, journalist and a former member of OSCE´s mission in Kosovo. 

Sunday 24 February

0930
EU and peacekeeping.  Captain Lars Wedin, EU Military Staff, EU Brussels
1015
The Role of NGOs in peacekeeping operations.  Representative  of the Icelandic Red Cross

1100
Break

1115
Humanitarian assistance - a case study.  Mr. Arnt Breivik, Director of World Food Programme´s Nordic Liaison Office in Copenhagen
1200
The Search and Rescue Team Iceland.  Ms. Sólveig Þorvaldsdóttir, Team Leader, SAR team Iceland - The Icelandic International Urban Search and Rescue Team

1230
Iceland and UNCIVPOL: Participation, training, experience.  Mr. Björn Halldórsson, Detective Superintendent, the National Commissioner of the Icelandic Police
1300
Close of seminar

Objectives: The training course is intended to give the participants a broad picture of the international community and its work concerning peacekeeping operations. Main topics include the role of the principal international organizations (history, structure, mandate etc.), the role of NGO´s and the practical approach to different tasks and functions in peacekeeping missions. There will also be an introduction to basic concepts of international law and human rights. The purpose of this training course is to provide all candidates with a general introduction to peacekeeping tasks, from both a practical and theoretical perspective. Seconded personnel will receive more specialized training upon secondment.

Participants: Participants are civilian experts who have been carefully selected by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs to be on the Icelandic Crisis Response Unit´s short list of peacekeeping candidates. They include lawyers, media experts, civilian police, engineers, technicians, doctors and nurses. Participants are expected to prepare themselves by reading selected texts in advance. Instruction will be in English and Icelandic. Representatives of Icelandic NGO´s and Foreign Ministry´s staff will also be invited to participate in the course. Total number of participants: 100-150.  

At the end of the day, the participants are expected to have aquired:
· a broad knowledge of peacekeeping and the relevant international organizations;

· familiarity with the conceptual background of peacekeeping operations, including different methods and instruments offered by international organizations and NGO´s:

· familiarity with the daily tasks and functions carried out by civilian experts in missions;

· a better insight into their own strengths/interests and necessary practical preparations for secondment. 

Costs: No course fee. Coffee, lunch and dinner is provided by the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Participants who live outside Reykjavík are expected to cover their own costs for travel and accommodation.

Time - place:  Reykjavík 23-24 February 2002. Ráðstefnusalir ríkisins, Borgartún 6, 4th floor (Rúgbrauðsgerðin). 

Social Programme:  There will be an informal dinner on Saturday 23 February af 2002 in Restaurant xxx at the invitation of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Lunch will be served in the course facilites. 

Course coordinators: Further information can be obtained from the course coordinators.

Mr. Auðunn Atlason, Political Dpt., audunn.atlason@utn.stjr.is, (+354) 5609923 / 8649924 

Mr. Finnbogi Rútur Arnarson, Defence Dpt., finnbogi.arnarson@utn.stjr.is, (+354) 5609952.

Ministry for Foreign Affairs

Rauðarárstíg 25, 115 Reykjavík, Iceland

Tel:  +354- 5609900, Fax: +354-5622373

